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Since 11th September 2001, the anti-Islamic print and electronic media has been introducing the

Muslims as "Terrorists" and "Fundamentalists" around the globe. The primary objective of this

article is to analyze these allegations and to neutralize the undue hatred against the Muslims.

ISLAM Vs TERRORISM

First of all let's analyze the term "terrorvist”. Terrorist is a person who causes terror. Terror can be
used for two purposes: (1). To snatch away the lives or properties of innocent people,(2). To secure the
lives or properties of innocent people and to maintain peace. So there are 2 major kinds of terrorists.
The first kind of terrorist uses "terror" to smatch away the lives or properties of innocent people.
The second kind of terrorist uses "terror" to secure the lives or properties of innocent people.
In fact, someone can be labeled as a "terrorist” or a "patriot” at the same time. For example, a
policeman is a patriot for the public but he is a terrorist for the criminals of the society. A soldier of a
country is a "patriot” for his country but at the same time he is a "terrorvist” for the enemy country.

If one studies the history of India around 1950s, before the separation of India and Pakistan all
Muslims, Hindus and Sikhs were restive under the British rule. At that time Indian fighters were
labeled as "terrorists” by the British government but at the same time they were labeled as
"freedom fighters" by the citizens of India. Thus two different labels can be given to the same group
for the same set of actions. Whenever a person causes terror, it is impossible that evervone will call
him/her only a "terrorist” or only a "patriot”. Difference of opinion will always be there.

The word "Islam" is derived from the Arabic word "salaam"” which means peace. The
fundamentals of Islam teach its followers to promote peace throughout the world. It is obligatory for
all Muslims to defend the life, property and honor of all fellow citizens, regardless of their religion,
race or nationality. A person can never be a true Muslim unless his'her acts result in peace of the
society. It is a universal fact that "terror" caused by the criminals must be replied by "terror" in order
to maintain peace. Since no Police force can maintain peace by offering hugs and kisses to the thieves
& murderers and no Army can defend a country by dancing in front of the tanks & missiles of the
enemy, "terror" must be replied by "terror”. So a true Muslim must be a terrorist, only for those

antisocial elements who cause threat to Islam or intend to harm the innocent citizens of any country.
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In Islam, the war against terrorism is known as "Jihaad". Let's analyze the term "jihaad".
The word "jihaad"” is derived from the Arabic word "juhad" which means to strive or to struggle.

Jihaad means to strive for the preaching of Islam in order to please Allah(God). There are 2 kinds of

jihaad. E Jihaad by Qur'an. It has further two types: (a). Jihaad by tongue (speeches or lectures).
(b). Jihaad by pen (books or articles). @ Jihaad by Power. Jihaad by power is a defensive strategy.
Muhammad (S.A.W) did jihad by Qur'an for 12 years in Makkah but when non-Muslims intend to
hurt the Muslims, power was used in defense. In Qur'an, Allah has best defined the Islamic jihaad:

E " Why don't you fight for the cause of Allah when detained men, women, and children are praying

our Lord! Rescue us from this city whose people are cruel and arrange for us our partners & helpers."

(75) "Those who believe are fighting for the cause of Allah, while those who disbelieve are fighting for

the cause of devil. So fight with the partners of devil. Indeed, the devil's deception is weak.(76)" Sura:4)

From these verses we conclude: (1). Islamic jihaad is meant for peace, not for terrovism. (2). Islam
teaches to protect the innocent people, not to kill them. (3). Allah has ordered all Muslims to fight the
terrorists and to secure those innocent men, women and children who are under the hostile takeover.
{4). Believers are fighting for the cause of Allah. (5). Disbelievers are fighting for the cause of devil.
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